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Pool at the Eldorado Hotel and Spa in Santa Fe.

ALBUQUERQUE, SANTA FE AND TAOS OFFER A SENSE OF PLACE

By Carolyn Koenig

“Red or green?”
When dining out in New Mexico, vou're
apt to be asked the stare’s quintessential—and

official—question. It refers, of course, wo chile,

a staple in New Mexicos fabled cuisine, from
enchiladas to a bowl of.

From a meeting planner’s perspective, how-
ever, it also indicates the idea of options avail-
able and a personal choice.

That is what's so remarkable abour
.'Illlhl.l.l.il.:lq,'l'l.ll.ll;'. Santa Fe and Taos, a trio of

GETTING THERE

northern Mew Mexico cities thar share a Fasci-

nating cultural history, unigue architecture and

a plentitude of sunshine. Mountains surround
them, brilliant blue skics frame them. They're
colored with dramatic sunsets, and splashed
with light that has enticed generations of are-
ists 1o paint them. Arts and cultre abound, as
does ourdoor recreation. Bur each has its own
flavor, its own set of ingredients that make one
as different from the other as, well, red and

green. Choose one to fit your group’s purpose

and style, and you'll give them a sense of place
to experience on-site and o take home as an
unforgettable memory.

ALBUQUERQUE ¥

Of the three, Albuquerque is the “big ciry”™
and commercial hub, with a population of
505,000, Tts history dares back maore than
300 years, to 1706, and the city continues o
embrace its Mative American and Hispanic
heritages through museums like the Indian

* Albuguerque International Sunport [ cabg.gov/airport] offers 203 daily flights, Tauis, rental cars, charter bus and limo service and two shuttle services
into town are available. Two shuttles are available to Santa Fe, about an hour from the airport.
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Pueblo Cultural Center and the National
Hi'\E":II'Iii. Culiural Center, These influences
are also still found in historic Old Town—
anchored by the twin-spired San Felipe de Neri
church, the first Spanish-built building—in the
ald plaza, along narrow, picturesque streets and
in the adobe buildings and colonial houses that
now harbor numerous galleries, artist studios
and shops thar speak of a more current history.
Running through the heart of Albuquerque
is another mix of cras—Roure 66 (Central

Avenue), an 18-mile stretch of the historic
Chicago-ro-L.A. highway that now fearures hip
boutiques, cafes and restaurants as part of the

rendy Nob Hill shopping district in addirion

to funky road-trip kitsch,

In Fact, downtown has become decidedly
vibrant. Now in year cight of a 10-year, $350-
million-plus redevelopment program, it sizzles
with more urban living spaces, restaurants and
clubs., “Downtown continues to evolve,” says
Larry Atchison, senior director of sales for
the Albuguerque Convention & Visitors
Bureau (issarrip.org).

Sa does the art scene, with a plethora of gal-
leries and museums, encompassing everything

from contemporary and ethnic ar w sculprure,

fine are prints and classic works by internation-
al artists. Theyre fun to browse, but serious

collectors head here as well.

Olutdoor recreation possibilities are limitless.
The Rie Grande is nearby, -:|1'|';;':|i:|'|g challenging
water sports. Plus, the eastern edge of the ity
it bordered by the Sandia Mountains, which
are only 20-25 minutes from downtown and

offer excellent hiking and mountain biking
opportunitics for groups thar want o explore

the region and enjoy the area’s low-humid-

ity, sunny days (which may be one reason
Albugquerque was named America’s 3rd Fittest

by Meni Fitness magazine). IF your artend-

ees have a sense of adventure, theres hot-air
ballooning nearly every day of the year. And
if you've got golfers, numerous high-quality
courses beckon with affordable greens fees.
Speaking of affordabil

Albuquerque is

ranked by AAA as the second most-affordable
city in the U.S. and is a popular destination for
meeting professionals who want a big bang for
fewer bucks. The hotel inventory tops 16,000
guest rooms and ranges in style and price; plus,
many of the properties are undergoing renova-
tion, or have updated and upgraded, in the




past few years, So it's not surprising that Albuquerque draws associations

like the American Association of Bovine Practitioners, corporate groups
and educational groups, especially due 1o its proximity o the University
of New Mexico.

“Albuquerque offers outstanding value for meetings,” Archison says.
Mus, he says, “We have four very mild seasons and are excellent for

rng'n;':ir'.:_p. any time of year.”

MAJOR MEETING VENUES
Hand in hand with the ciny's repuration for accommodaring meetings of

all sizes is the Albuquerque Convention Center (albuquerquecc.com),
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Previous page, Folklorico dances associated with Mariachi music, performed at the
Mariachi Spectacular held annually in Albuguerque in spring. Above, International
Balloon Fiesta in Mbuquerqur; fejr_ :aﬁ'lngln Santa Fe

with more than G0O0,000 5. ft. of flexible space. L'p o 2,000 anendees
can be hosted in this newly renovared center, which features 167,562 sq.
fr. of exhibit space, a 2,350-sear auditorium, a 31,000-square-foor ball-
room and 30 meeting rooms. (Using 500 hotel rooms on peak helps o
qualify you for free meeting space ar the center, Archison says.)

Another option is the newly renovared University of New Mexico
Student Union (unmsub.com), which can accommodate up 1o 1,000
and ENCOMpsses a !:r.l:l'ld ballroom in addition o 20 meeting rooms.
O, for really large groups, there's Expo New Mexico (exponm.com), a
230G-acre 1'.|ir!_'||.1|.:|||1,|\. I':_u_ilil:.' thar can accommodare 12,000 |,:ll.'\|l|,"'|l,' for

indoor events and 20,000 for outdoor events.

UNIQUE VEMUES AND ATTRACTIONS

Albuquerque is a city of festivals, from the most famous, the
International Balloon Fiesta (balloonfiesta.com) in Ocrober—the
largest of its type in the world—1o the Gathering of Nations
Mative American Pow Wow (gatheringofnations.com) in April.

Celebrating other cultural influences are the Festival Flamenco

Internacional de Albuquerque (festival.nationalinstitureofflamenco.
orgland the Mariachi Spectacular Showease (itsarrip.org).
For a sense of the balloon hullabaloo, there's the Anderson-Abruzzo

uquerque Interational Balloon Museum (balloonmuseum.com),
north of town ar Balloon Fiesta Park. The museum—and tribute to the

sport—TFeatures 9,850 sq. fr. of function space and offers catering for up



to 500 guests indoors and 1,000 ourdoors,

For a breathtaking view of the city, head for the Sandia Peak Tramway (sandiapeak.com),
the world's longest passenger aerial tramway. Hikers can lace up their boots and rackle
several challenging trails from here, including one from the base to the summit. The views
at sunset are spectacular.

In downeown, the historic KiMo Theatre (cabq.govikimo) along Route 66 provides a
dazzling venue for events with its extravagant Pueblo-Deco style decor. Think awards ceremo-
ny or keynote speaker.

Another option is the $22.5-million Roy E. Disney Center for Performing Arts ar the
National Hispanic Cultural Center (nheenm.org), which has several theaters and auditoriums.
Or consider the Albuquerque Museum of Art & History (cabq.gov/museum), where you
can buy out the entire facility or one of the individual spaces (the sculprure garden, which can
host up to 350, is a popular choice). The museum recently added an 8,000-square-foor gallery
plus a large multifunction event space and an outdoor amphitheater.

SANTAFE ¥

An enchanting city—as befits its designation as state capital—Santa Fe grew to a population
of 62,203 from a small Spanish military outpost established in 1610, That's the year the Palace
of the Governors, and the San Miguel Chapel, were buily, although artifacts thar date back to
a Mative American settlement in the 11th century have been discovered (actually, the irems
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Above, bar at Albuquerque’s Nativo Lodge; middie, deluxe room at
the Inn of the Anasazi, A Rosewood Hotel, Santa Fe; below, New
Mexico Musewm of Art in 5anta Fe. Opposite: KiMo Theatre

in Albuguergue,

surfaced during the excavation of the city’s new Civic
Center). The city is not only the oldest state capital in

sea level,

Santa Fe resembles Albuquerque and many Spanish
cities with a central, |..',|P_\ F\l..l..r.l that serves as the heart
of downtown. Its architecture ranges from Spanish
lerritorial or Pueblo stvle to some more CONEMPOrAry
looks—although many of these newer buildings are
stucco-ed over to berter reflect the |'|i~r-:|I_n. and sense
of pl.l._-:;

‘We particularly like
Santa Fe because it is
an easy flight to Albu-
querque, and then a
short scenic drive to
Santa Fe,” says Lozette
Langenkamp, manager
of meetings and
sponsorship develop-
ment for the State Bar
of Texas.

The City Different, as Santa Fe is sometimes called, is
renowned for its art—and its E"I.'I:'.ill ming arts. C:l.n}-‘ﬂll
Road (canyonroadarts.com) encompasses more than
100 galleries, representing all rypes of visual arts, and
Museum Hill (muscumhill.org), easily reached by
public transie, ties together the Museum of Spanish
Colonial Art, the Muscum of Indian Arts & Culture,
the Museum of International Folk Art and the
Wheelwright Muscum of the American Indian. This
small but very arts-minded city also has an opera, a
symphony and several choral groups.

Artists have flocked here for the spectacular views and
light, bur visitors also count as atractions the 300 days

of sunshine a ear -II1{|- often a lepriw 00 SOMc—a



DON'T MISS

ALBUQUERQUE

* Historic Oid Town

= Anderson-Abruzzo Albuquerque Intemational Balloon Museum
= Indian Pueblo Cultural Center

* National Hispanic Cultural Center

* Nob Hill along Historic Route 66

* Sandia Peak Aerial Tramway

SANTA FE

* The Plaza

* Palace of the Governors.

= Museum Hill

» Georgia D'Keeffe Museum
imwﬁm

» New Mexico Museum of Art

TADS
= Taos Plaza
* Taos Pueblo




|-- AL BUQUERQUE/SANTA FE/TANS

four-season climate that produces snow in win-
ter, to the delight of skiers.

“We particularly like Santa Fe because it
is an easy fligh: o Albuquerque, and then a
short scenic drive to Santa Fe,” says Cozerte
Langenkamp, manager of meetings and spon-
sorship development for the State Bar of Texas.
“The mountains are beautiful, the weather is
crisp, and there is often snow on the ground

in April—something we don't see much of
throughour most of Texas. A real treat.”

She especially likes La Posada de Santa
Fe (laposada.rockresorts.com), where she has
held continuing-education seminars for sev-
eral years. “The setting is perfect, with lovely
rooms spread out over six acres.” In fact, her
group may now outgrow La Posada, as enroll-
ment has sizably increased—for which she also
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Patio at La Posada de Santa Fe,

gives credic 1o Santa Fe as a destination. “We love Santa Fe,” she says,

As a meetings locale, the city has many artractions beyond the climate. “We're
an urban oasis in the high desert. We give planners an opportunity to meet
in a small, walkable ciry, with 1,500 hotel rooms within w,ﬂ]{_ing distance of
the convention center,” says W, Keith Toler, executive director of the Santa Fe
Convention & Visitors Bureau r'\.il'lljj.l,'.illjﬂ. “That'’s what F"'-""Pl": ENjoy Most.
During rheir free time they can visit shops and 250 gallerics and a litde over
250 restaurants.”

CONFEREMNCE AND MEETING VENUES

I'he much-awaited Santa Fe Center (santafe.org/Civic_Center) opens in lare
."~-.'|1:n'm|‘u-r. after a $50-million remodel that _w.jgrliiliq_antl_\' L'xp.jnd_-u its size 1o 2,504
s, fi. (in comparison o the old 10,000-square-foor Sweeney convention center)
The building is LEED-certified with a silver rating and infused with natural light;
it also fearures a rainwarter collection system to provide irrigation, recycling in every
room and a rooftop garden thar aids hear absorption.

Another option opening in September is the Hilton Santa Fe Resort & Spa at
Buffalo Thunder (hilton.com), 15 miles north of Santa Fe Plaza. The hotel, with
Y0 rooms and 66,000 sq. ft., is the largest property in the Santa Fe market and
beautifully sitvated on Pueblo Pojoague. According to Richard A. Ross, director of
sales and marketing, groups that have already committed o this new property—
which also features a new nine-hole Hale Irwin golf course and a 16,000-square
foot spa—are Farmers Insurance and the National Association of Homebuilders.




UNIQUE VENUES AND ATTRACTIONS

In a city imbued with art, galleries and museums make wonderful

off-site venues for e eptions and dinners. The Gerald Peters {:a“fr}'
{gpgallery.com) can accommodare dinners for up to 250; the Georgia
O'Keeffe Museum (okeeffemuseum.org) has a world-famous collection
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Above, The Did House wine cellar at the Eldorado Hotel and Spa; left, spa treatment
rogm at the Hyatt Repency Tamaya. Opposite: Lobby at Sunrise Springs, Santa Fe.

of her paintings and can also host receptions for groups up o 200,
The city of Santa Fe offers a GPS _g{'-:h_:td;iu_g ;_!1.1]!(:1:_"{' o visitors
that allows them to discover historic and cultural sights in downtown.

It's powered by Santa Fe Mountain Adventures (zantafemountainad
ventures.com), a local travel company that can also get your groups our
of the meeting rooms and inte the nearby mountains and recreational
areas for team building and ocher activities such as white-warer rafting
on the Rio Grande, fly-fishing, hiking and mountain biking. Clients
of the outfitter include Microsoft, T-Mobile, Targer and other rop-

flight Ll:-rp::-r.ltillu\.

TAOS ¥

While Taos and Santa Fe are similar in elevation (7,000 feet as opposed
to Albuquerque’s 5,300), they're distinctly different encities, primar
ily due to size and ambience. A "rown” more than a city {population
4,700, Taos is close 1o Taos Pueblo II.L:'-\F1'..';'|1E|'-.\1||||I. the iconic adobe
“apartmentlike” structure that is now a National Historic Landmark
and a UNESCO World | Il"'!i'..lFI.' Site. In continuouns use as a residence
for more than 1,000 vears, its presence contributes greatly to the almost
spiritual vibe found here

Artists have been drawn o this magical location due to its beaury



In Taos, there’s

a surprisingly
vibrant dining and
nightlife scene—
aided no doubt

by the fact that

a few Hollywood
celebrities have
discovered the area.

and light since the late 18905, and the village
today is a mix of New Mexican cultures, from
puchle days to the present. More than 50 gal-

leries are within walking distance of the plaza,

and there’s a surprisingly vibrant dining and
nightlife scene—aided no doubt by the fact
that a few Hollywood celebrities have discov
ered the area.

CONFEREMNCE AND MEETING SPACE

The hub for mectings is the Taos Civic
PMaza & Convention Center (raosconven-
tion.com), which offers venues for exhibirs
and meetings—even concerts, There's a wotal
of 23,655 sq. fi., including the Rio Grande
Hall, which can host up to 500 people ban-

quet-sry le.

ATTRACTIONS AND AMENITIES

A unique attraction is the Earthship
Community (earthship.org, just west of
city limits. These ahead-of-their time, pas-
sive solar homes and the community’s focus
on sustainable living have provided inspira-
tion for countless visitors, as the homes are
constructed of natural and organic materials,
There's a visitor center, guided tours and lec-
tures on biotecture (by arrangement).

IF vou've got skiers, five :|.|Fli.|::.' resorLs ane
within an hour's drive of Taos, plus numer-
ous well-maintained Nordic vrails. Outdoor
enthusiasts will also enjoy biking (the best
way to get around town, by the way), fishing
and the PGA-endorsed Angel Fire Resort

{angelfircresort.com). You can balloon
nearby—as you can nearly anywhere in

Mew Mexico, ER

For more on

Albuquerque, Santa Fe
and Taos, visit

o

smartmeetings.com
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